Pediatric extracorporeal life support systems: education and training at Penn State Hershey Children's Hospital.
The following is a description of the training offered to extracorporeal life support (ECLS)-trained staff at the Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital. Changes with the ECLS circuit prompted the need for an initiative to train staff in the care of patients requiring ECLS support. In addition to didactic material, we incorporated a “hands-on” approach in designing the education. During the didactic portion, the circuit was demonstrated as a wet lab. The final step offered a voluntary visit to the animal research facility utilizing clinical case scenarios which allowed participants to articulate and demonstrate proper circuit management.The effort throughout this process was to build a competent ECLS team which will ultimately provide our patients with the greatest chance for a full recovery.